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The 2014-2015 Academic Year closes with excellent results for students from the 

Convitto. More than 60 students from all of the high schools (le classe quarte, terze, e 

seconde) participated in orientations, newsletters and information sessions over the 

course of the academic year. The fifth year class exceeded 30 students who applied to 

universities in the U.K., the U.S., France, Italy and Switzerland. Scholarships were 

awarded to outstanding students who demonstrated strong potential for success at 

international universities. 
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Fifth year students 
More than 30 fifth year students applied to universities through the 

college counseling program to universities in various countries: 

 U.K (varie) 

 U.S. (varie) 

 Canada 

 Spain 

 Germany 

 France  

 Switzerland 

 Italy (Roma Tor Vergata Gobal Governance e Bocconi 

International) 

Overall, the U.K. remains the desired destination of the majority of 

Convitto’s students. The predominant fields of study chosen by 

students post diploma are Economics, Business Management and 

International Relations. The sciences followed closely with 

Biomedicine, Physics, Mathematics and Engineering. Liberal arts 

majors were fewer, but included Philosophy, Political Science, and 

Fashion Arts. 

For the moment, the UK is the primary target of parents and 

students. One reason is the perceived cost of university in the UK as 

being more affordable than the US. While it is true that the cost of 

university in the US is high, students and parents should be 

encouraged to actively pursue scholarship opportunities.  

Scholarships 

Awarded 
   

Two unsolicited 

scholarships were 

awarded to students 

this year. The first was 

for Luca Conti from the 

Internazionale for more 

than 60,000 USD per 

year. Quite an 

achievement! 

The second was for 

Raffaele della Ventura 

of the Europeo for UCL 

for 4,000 sterling. 

Their strong 

applications so 

impressed the 

admission committees 

for these schools.  

While financial aid will 

be difficult to come by 

for undergraduate 

students, scholarships 

are regularly awarded 

to students who have 

the ideal profile. 

In the U.S., many 

women receive 

scholarships for STEM  
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Another reason that the UK is the predominant choice is distance. Parents tend to prefer a vicinity to 

Rome and the UK is 2 hours by flight. A few students have chosen the US as their primary destination. 

Top students applied to Columbia University of New York, Cambridge University, Oxford University, 

Imperial College of London, London School of Economics and Kings College of London. Results were 

mixed for these highly selective universities.  No students were offered a position at Cambridge, 

Oxford and LSE. Two students, however, were admitted to the final rounds of the selection process for 

Cambridge University for International Relations where they faced several interviews and tests over 

the course of their stay in the UK. Arriving that far in the process is no easy feat for many students. 

Only 20% of applicants are invited to an interview for the Oxbridge universities, and our two students 

were the only foreign students in the schools. 

On the other hand, the Convitto’s students achieved excellent offers at other top universities such as: 

 Columbia University 

 Boston University 

 New York University (Shanghai) 

 Kings College of London 

 Imperial College of London 

 University of Exeter 

 University of Bath 

 UCL 

 Durham University 

 Queen Mary University of London 

 IE University in Spain 

 University of Lausanne 

 

The success of students in the UK confirmed that the Italian Esame di Maturità is a respected diploma 

in the UK. Most selective universities require above 90% on the esame di maturità as a condition and a 

respectable level on IELTS. 

The US is even more oriented to the Italian education system. They look at the entire academic 

achievements  of the applicants. The Italian maturità is highly respected in most top US universities. 

And the Convitto Nazionale is slowly making a name for itself in these universities. 

 

Orientations and Workshops 
A dozen fifth year students actively organized an orientation session for the lower classes. Each 

student offered their prospective to the US/UK application process. More than 60 students attended the 

3 hour orientation session. 
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Workshops were organized by these students to help the fourth year and third year students prepare 

various elements of the application process. From advice to test preparation, several fifth year students 

delivered intensive prep sessions twice a week for the last 4 months. Approximately 20 students 

regularly attended SAT, IELTS, TOEFL Writing and Mathematics classes improvised by the students 

and tutored by myself. Interview practice and preparation was also offered. 

The real benefit of the workshops is that they provide valuable preparation at no cost. Most 

preparation courses cost thousands of Euros, and we were able to provide first rate support for any 

student who wanted it for free. Through social media sites, such as whatsapp, students were able to 

organize courses and meet in the library after school. I am not aware of any school, private or public, or 

private counseling organization that delivers this service. 

Fourth Year Students and Lower classes 
Achieving admission to highly selective universities requires careful thought and planning and years 

of preparation. 

I have encouraged students to begin the process as early in their high school career as possible. 

Evidence shows that the earlier students begin the process the better their chance for admittance to top 

universities. 

Workshops included preparation for standardized tests such as the SAT, TOEFL (both US), IELTS, and 

TSA (UK). 

Facing these tests several time before the start of the final year ensures students better chances. 

Roughly 20 to 30 students from the lower classes expressed a desire to begin the process. 15 students 

have already taken the SAT twice at John Cabot University and American Overseas on the Cassia.  

 

University Summer Programs  
These summer programs provide lower class students several advantages. First, admittance to selective 

university programs is more flexible for these summer programs and the students get the chance to 

shine and possibly improve their chances for the final application. Since they occur in the summer, they 

do not interfere with the Convitto’s academic program. Second, they cost less than the exchange 

programs in the UK. Finally, students are given the chance to study fields of interest, prepare 

specifically for that university, and improve their language. 

Several students have gained admission to summer programs at: 

 Brown University for Physics 

 Georgetown University for International Relations 
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 University Of British Columbia for Economics 

 Yale University for college prep 

 Kings College of London 

College counseling has provided support for these students and their parents.  

 

Administrative support 
With the special collaboration of Ms. Rossana Simonetti (segretaria particolare) I have provided official 

transcripts to students in English upon request. Many university programs require the complete 

academic transcripts for evaluating students. 

The UK requires special attention. Universities expect to receive predicted grades and predicted results 

of the Esame di Maturità. 

Hours delivered 
300 hours were delivered for College Counseling. All was dedicated to the students, their families and 

administrative support of the school.  

Wolfgang Gerola (College Counseling & University Admission) 


