
      

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Francesco Foschi, studying 

Computer Science at the 

Politecnico di Torino (Liceo 

Classico, Class of 2016) returns to 

Convitto to help students prepare 

for SAT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

International University Admissions 
2017-2018 AcademicYear 

Dear Friends and Families, 

The past five years have been an 
incredible journey for the College 
Counseling program at the Convitto 
in Rome.  

Thanks to a first class public school 
instruction, our students have gone 
on to top ranked higher education 
institutions around the world. Some 
have already completed their 
undergraduate studies and have 
begun their professional careers in 
cities like London and New York, at 
firms like Finalta-Mckinsey, 
CitiGroup and INEOS. Others are 
continuing their studies and taking 
part in internship programs as they 
gain valuable work experience and 
build professional curriculums. 
Former students are at companies 
like Goldman Sachs, Deutsche 
Bank, Morningstar, Credit Suisse 
and the Boston Consulting Group, 
to name just a few.  

Nevertheless, many former students 
take time out of their busy schedules 

to come back to the Convitto each 
year and support the younger 
students with their applications. We 
are very proud of the growing legacy 
and tradition of our program in 
transmitting its experience and 
knowledge back to the new 
students. 

This year, we had one of our 
strongest classes facing one of the 
most competitive international 
admissions’ cycle. More than fifty, 
gifted students from the class of 
2018 applied to international 
universities in the U.S., U.K., Holland, 
Spain and China. 

As next year’s graduating class are 
already hard at work on their 
applications, we look forward to 
another outstanding year for 2018-
2019. 

Sincerely, 

Wolfgang Gerola 
University Admissions Adviser & College 

Counseling 

 

College Counseling Program 

Excellent results for the fifth consecutive year!  

 

 

Convitto Nazionale “Vittorio Emanuele II” 

 

Highlights 

 
• Top ranked universities 

around the world 

offered admission to 

students from the 

Convitto Nazionale of 

Rome 

 

• Academic Scholarships 

awarded exceed USD 

$880,000 

 

• 4 Students from the 

Liceo Internazionale 

were invited to join the 

inaugural class at 

China’s Duke Kunshan 

University 
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                                  Class of 2018 Admission offers: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- University of California at 
San Diego 

- University of Colorado at 
Boulder 

- University of 
Pennsylvania 

 

 

United States of America 

 

Federica Matone, Luca De Carolis 

and Michele Orlandi work on their 

applications. Former students lend 

a hand: Fernando De Stefanis 

(UChicago - Liceo Europeo 2014); 

Assia Ambrosini (Boston University – 

Liceo Classico 2015); Giulia 

Gasparri (University of Exeter – 

Liceo Internazionale 2015) 

 

Our students were offered 
admission to the following 
universities in the United States: 

- Boston University 

- Georgetown University 

- Georgia Institute of 
Technology 

- Harvard University 

- Harvey Mudd College 

- New York University 

- University of California at 
Berkeley 

- University of California at 
Santa Barbara 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

Our students were offered admissions to the 
following English language university programs 
in the European Union: 

- Amsterdam University College (NL) 

- Groningen University (NL) 

- IE University (Spain) 

- Leiden University (NL) 

- Maastricht University (NL) 

- University College Maastricht (NL) 

 

 European Union 

 

United Kingdom 

 Our students were offered conditional 
admissions to the following universities in the 
United Kingdom: 

- Durham University 

- Imperial College of London 

- King’s College of London 

- Royal Holloway University of London 

- University of Bath 

- University of Chester 

- University College London (UCL) 

- University of Exeter 

- University of Leeds 

- University of Manchester 

- University of Southampton 

- University of Warwick 

- Queen Mary University of London 

 

 U.S. programs in China 

 The Liceo Scientifico Internazionale placed 
students at the following U.S. degree programs 
in China: 

- Duke Kunshan University 

- New York University at Shanghai 
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 Need based and merit 
scholarships awarded were less 
than last year, but the four-year 
total exceeded $880.000, which 
covered up to 50% of tuition in 
some cases. 
 
EU universities, specifically 
Holland, also received significant 
applications from students at the 
Convitto. 
 
The attraction of US-based 
university programs in China 
continues to grow upon students 
from the Liceo Scientifico 
Internazionale with its Chinese 
language and culture curriculum. 
 

 

During the 2017-2018 academic 
year, the number of students 
applying to international 
universities increased to its highest 
level in the last five years.  
 
UK universities saw the largest 
number of applicants from the 
Convitto, reversing the trend from 
last year. Concerns about the U.K.’s 
“Brexit” and the fate of EU citizens 
studying and working in the United 
Kingdom continue to linger, but this 
year’s students demonstrated 
resolve in their higher education 
pursuits.  
 
Applications to American 
universities doubled with respect to 
last year. Our students faced the 
most competitive candidate pool 
ever. Acceptance rates at US 
universities were well below 5% for 
international students. 
 

Student Achievements  
 

Congratulations to all our 

students! So many achieved 

remarkable results, and a few 

are highlighted below: 

  

• Congratulations to  

 Alberto Mosconi of the Liceo 

Scientifico. Alberto has been 

the highest ranked student in his 

class at the Convitto Nazionale 

for the past 4 years. After an 

amazing high school career, he 

will begin Harvard University 

next fall to study Physics. 

 

• Congratulations to  

 Francesca Canovi of the Liceo 

Europeo. Francesca earned a 

high school diploma in the U.S. 

during her year abroad, and 

she returned to complete her 

Italian maturità this year at the 

Convitto. She has attended the 

Convitto Nazionale since middle 

school. Francesca will begin her 

program at the McDonough 

School of Business at 

Georgetown University next fall. 

 

• Congratulations to  

 Federica Matone, of the Liceo 

Coreutico. With hard work, 

unwavering discipline and 

excellent academic 

achievements, Federica earned 

admission to the challenging 

International Relations programs 

at each of the highly 

competitive Dutch universities 

she applied to, which included 

University College Maastricht, 

Leiden University and 

Groningen University. 

 

• Congratulations to  

 Michele Orlandi, of the Liceo 

Internazionale. Michele has 

worked with the College 

Counseling program since his 

3rd year. He will study 

Economics at the Georgia 

Institute of Technology next fall. 
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    Student Achievements 

(continued) 

 

• Congratulations to  

 Leonardo Barbàra, Ludovica 

Girelli, Francesco Cavallero and 

Luca Colacino from the Liceo 

Scientifico Internazionale who will 

form part of the inaugural class at 

Duke Kunshan University in China 

next fall.  All four were offered 

partial scholarships. 

 

• Congratulations to  

 Matteo Conti, of the Liceo 

Scientifico; Alessandra Zanin, of 

the Liceo Internazionale; and 

Martina del Viscovo, of the Liceo 

Classico. All three were offered a 

place at the top ranked UK 

university - Imperial College of 

London.  

  

 Matteo will study Civil Engineering. 

Alessandra will pursue her studies 

in Electrical Engineering. Martina 

will take a dual degree of 

Biomedical Engineering with 

Management and an MSc 

Molecular Bioengineering Honors 

 
• Congratulations to 

   Gianmarco Fratti, of the Liceo 

Scientifico. Gianmarco earned a 

partial scholarship to study at the 

Stern School of Business at NYU, 

New York University. 

 

• Congratulations to 

   Marco Rotella, of the Liceo 

Scientifico. He will study Business 

Economics at Boston University. 

 

• Congratulations to 

   Luca De Carolis, of the Liceo 

Scientifico Internazionale. Luca 

received offers from the University 

of California at San Diego, Durham 

University, King’s College of 

London and University of 

Edinburgh to study Cognitive 

Sciences. 

 

 

 
A majority of students who applied to international universities this year 
came from the Liceo Internazionale while applicants from the Liceo 
Scientifico, Classico and Europeo were distributed more or less evenly. 
This year, one applicant came from the Liceo Coreutico.   
 

Convitto students who apply to international universities represent the 
top students of their class academically. Most students have had 
international experience by the time they apply, either through an 
academic term abroad, university summer program, or both. At the time 
of their application, our student profile was as follows: 
 

 
  

17% 

56% 

13% 

12% 

2% 

2017-18 applicants distribution by Lyceum 

Europeo Internazionale Scientifico Classico Coreutico

The 2017-2018 international applicant pool  

 

 

Unweighted Cumulative 

4-year Average 

Academic Mark (GPA) 

 

8.8/10 

 

 

Average ranking within 

class 

 

Top 10% 
 

 

SAT Average  

 

1397 
 

Math 720  CR 677 

 

 

Average Math II   

SAT Subject Test  

 

683 
 

 

Candidates with 

University Summer 

Study, Pre-College  

40% 
 

 

Candidates with 

Academic Term Abroad  

 

79% 
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 The 2017-2018 international applicant pool (continued) 

 The Convitto students have demonstrable academic 
achievements as well as excellent standardized test 
scores. International university admissions, 
however, require more than top marks.  
 
More than just good grades 
In addition their rigorous academic curriculum, 
many of our students have had important summer 
experiences at university pre-college programs, 
valuable work experience, volunteering and 
extracurricular activities where leadership, 
teamwork and creative problem solving skills were 
developed. These have all played a crucial role in the 
success of their applications.  
 
In fact, admission to international universities is 
increasingly competitive, and future applicants must 
develop unique skills and experiences outside the 
classroom. 
 
Students who applied to UK and EU universities 
were exceptionally successful this year at 
demonstrating their motivation and preparedness to 
take on their chosen majors of study. 

 

 

Leonardo Barbàra, Francesco 

Cavallero, Ludovica Girelli and Luca 

Colacino of the Liceo Internazionale 

discuss their experiences, academic 

semesters and future plans in China 

with Mr. Russell Davis of Duke Kunshan 

University on a video conference call. 

 

     News from former Alumni  

 
• Congratulations to  

 Valentina Cafarelli, Liceo Europeo 

2014. After graduating early from 

Boston University in Business 

Administration, Valentina began 

her new position with Finalta – 

McKinsey & Company in London.  

  

• Congratulations to  

 Fernando De Stefanis, Liceo 

Europeo 2014. Fernando will 

graduate from the University of 

Chicago with a degree in 

Economics and Mathematics. He 

begins his new position with 

Citigroup in Manhattan.  

 

• Congratulations to  

 Carlo Tonello, Liceo Europeo 2014. 

Carlo is completing his MSc in 

Chemical Engineering from the 

University College London – UCL. 

He begins his new position with the 

INEOS Chemical Group in London. 

Intended Majors of the 2017-2018 applicants 
Our students were admitted to the following majors 
and fields of study: 
 

 Biomedical Engineering with Management 

 Business Administration 

 Business Economics 

 Civil & Structural Engineering 

 Cognitive & Behavioral Neuroscience 

 Cognitive Science & Artificial Intelligence 

 Economics, Politics & International Relations - 

Combined Honors in Social sciences 

 Economics 

 Economics, Politics & International Studies 

 Electrical Engineering 

 Law 

 Mathematics with Economics 

 Medical Sciences and Engineering 

 Molecular Bioengineering  

 Physics 

 Politics & International Relations 

 Politics, Philosophy & Economics 
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Parents and students were treated to this year’s University workshop organized by the 5th year students 
who applied to U.S., U.K. and EU universities. The three-hour event  included advice on how to research 
and choose international higher education programs, preparation techniques, essay writing tips, 
obtaining letters of reference, scheduling around their academic curriculum, and developing unique 
application profiles which include work, volunteer and extracurricular activities. 

 

The “Workshop” - our 

student’s network 
Our students have an 

informal support network of 

Convitto alumni who have 

gone through the admissions 

process and are currently 

attending university. There 

are approximately 130 

students on the “Workshop” 

network at present. Students 

can field questions, 

concerns and ideas, and 

receive advice from current 

university students. They can 

share their essays and 

personal statements, and 

receive support from 

experienced alumni. They 

can arrange visits to 

universities with former alumni to help make informed decisions.  

 

 

 

 

Class of 2018 – Leadership and initiative  

 

 

Graduating students 

deliver the Convitto’s 

International University 

Orientation Workshop 
 

Luca De Carolis, Michele Orlandi 

and Alessandra Zanin organized and 

delivered this year’s University 

Workshop with the participation of 

other 5th year students who 

described their individual 

experiences during the application 

process.  
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Every year, our student 

achievements are made 

possible by the hard work, 

dedication and passion of 

the teachers, educators and 

staff of the Convitto 

Nazionale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whether students opt to study in Italy or 
abroad, a university education is an 
important step. The Convitto’s College 
Counseling program does not promote 
international university education over 
Italian universities; rather, it provides a 
unique service to help students and their 
families make the best decisions for their 
specific needs. 

The application process to universities 
outside of Italy is complex and 
demanding. 

This is a stressful process for the 
students. Whatever the final results, I 
have found that each and every one of the 
students undergoes an amazing 
transformation into adulthood. 

University admission is not the sole 
determinant factor for their future. It is 
merely a step, an important one surely, 
but it is just one of many. 

University should be seen as an 
investment in their future. You can help 
prepare them for this by encouraging 
their passions for learning and discovery. 
Their personal experiences form a 
significant portion of their choices for the 
future. Achieving admission to highly 
selective universities requires careful 
thought and planning and years of 
preparation.  

 

A special message to parents  

 

 

Important Deadlines 

for the upcoming 

2018-2019 Academic 

Year 

October 15, 2018 

Application deadline for 

Oxford, Cambridge, 

medicine, dentistry in U.K.  

November 1, 2018 

Early decision/action most 

U.S. universities 

January 1, 2019 

Regular decision application 

deadline for most U.S. 

universities 

January 15, 2019 

Application deadline for 

most U.K. universities through 

UCAS 

 

Standardized testing is an 

important part of the 

application process. 

Oxford’s TSA registration 

deadline: October 15, 2018 

SAT deadline for Early 

Decision: October 6, 2018 

Dates are general, and they 

may vary. Please check with 

the specific universities. 

 

 

 

 

Convitto Nazionale “Vittorio Emanuele II” 
Piazza Monte Grappa 5 
00195 Rome, Italy  
www.convittonazionaleroma.com  
Tel. +39 06.3269981 

International Antenna of 

Rome’s Convitto Alumni 
Founded by Sofia Profita (Liceo Europeo 

2015) currently attending the Columbia 

University of New York.  

 

The Antenna gathers the alumni of 

Convitto Nazionale School of Rome and 

their supporters who study or work 

abroad. Its goal is to create a network of 

mutual intellectual and cultural support 

in the name of the ideal of community of 

the Convitto.  

 

The International Alumni Antenna of the 

Convitto in Rome seeks to use social 

networks “to track down” the former 

Convitto students who work in various 

fields abroad to further strengthen the 

bond between them and with Convitto 

itself, also with the help of the 

Association Amici del Convitto. 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8573723  

Chancellor: 

Prof. Paolo M. Reale 

segreteriaparticolare@convittonazionaleroma.it  

Tel. +39 06.3269981 

University Admissions: 

Prof. Wolfgang Gerola 

collegecounseling@convittonazionaleroma.it  

Tel. +39 06.3269981 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8573723

